
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 16 September 2015] 

 p6428b-6429a 
Hon Darren West 

Standing Committee on Public Administration — Twenty-fifth Report — “Report on the Patient Assisted Travel 
Scheme in Western Australia” — Motion 

Resumed from 19 August on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat — 
That the report be noted. 

Hon DARREN WEST: After a short break, it is good to get back to this excellent inquiry and report by my 
colleagues on the Standing Committee on Public Administration. Members will remember that last week I went 
to the length of thanking all the committee members for the extensive travel that we did around 
Western Australia to gain evidence and submissions from the public on this very important subject for people in 
regional Western Australia, especially for those in my electorate and those in the South West Region and the 
Mining and Pastoral Region. We were fortunate to have some excellent staff working very diligently with us. 
The report is quite extensive and a lot of work went into it in terms of committee time and staff time. So 
a thankyou to everyone involved in getting to the position where we are with this report, which was tabled a few 
weeks back. 

Last time I spoke, I voiced some level of displeasure with the government’s response to the report, which was 
basically, “If it costs any money, we won’t be able to accommodate that.” I thought there were some reasonable 
recommendations in the report, some of which would require some level of government funding. Some 
recommendations were made to review some aspects of the scheme, which I am pleased to note the minister is 
happy to accommodate. However, there are some anomalies in the way the subsidy—I note that it is a subsidy—is 
paid. For instance, $60 a night for accommodation in Perth is woefully inadequate, especially as some of the 
accommodation providers, particularly the budget accommodation providers, are closing. For instance, 
YMCA Jewell House has closed and people have difficulty getting to some of the accommodation. It must be 
remembered that when people wish to access PATS and treatment in Perth, they are not well, of course, and can 
find it very stressful. That is especially so for many patients who may have never been to Perth before, and even if 
they have, perhaps not for a good while. There is, therefore, some inadequacy in the accommodation available in 
Perth, and it is certainly more than difficult for people to find somewhere to stay for $60 a night. The committee 
was certainly of the view that the subsidy of $60 a night needed to be addressed, but, sadly, it appears that that will 
not be the case. I noted last time I was speaking that when I, as a member of Parliament, need to stay in Perth, as 
country members need to do, the rate that we are paid to do that is $273 a night, yet an ill patient from regional 
Western Australia is able to access only $60 a night. That is a large discrepancy that I think should be addressed. 

I am of the view, and I think the committee was too, that over time there is likely to be an increase in the number 
of people requiring assistance from the PAT scheme. There are fewer and fewer services in many areas and an 
increased number of services in others. However, as medicine advances and we become better at diagnosing 
ailments and issues with new technology to identify treatment for some issues, and as people are living longer 
and in older age require more services, we feel that there will be an increased requirement for the service. 
However, sadly, there does not seem to be an appropriate increase in funding available to compensate for that. 

I make the point, as an aside, that people in regional communities accept that they will not have all the services 
that there are in Perth. Part of living in a regional community is that we all accept that often we will not have 
access to heart specialists, cancer specialists and those very highly specialised fields as it is difficult to recruit 
people to supply those services. We accept that for people living in regional areas, especially because as they get 
further and further from the city it is impossible to provide those services and would be expensive if they could 
be provided. However, it is becoming more expensive and a greater burden for a patient to travel to Perth, to 
Bunbury or to a regional centre. The costs of running a motor vehicle are increasing all the time. I know there 
has been a bit of respite from the price of fuel, but it is still relatively high.  

The costs of running a motor car have never been higher. The cost of everything from tyres to servicing and all 
those things that add to the cost of running a car have never been higher. The subsidy for people at 16c a 
kilometre is nowhere near enough. It may cover the cost of petrol but it certainly does not cover the other 
associated costs of owning, running and maintaining a motor vehicle. That means that under the scheme, the cost 
burden is shifted back to the patient. I guess we accept that because we live in regional areas, some of the cost 
burden must be shifted back to the patient. However, that is another reason for people to leave regional areas and 
move to the metropolitan area. We do not need any more reasons for people to do that. A revamped and well-set-
up, well-serviced and well-funded patient assisted travel scheme may be one of the reasons that people will 
choose to move to the regions and, probably more importantly, choose to remain in the regions. 

I note that the government seems to have the money for some very large public infrastructure projects in Perth. 
Therefore, it seems to be a bit of a shame that it is unable to up the ante on the PAT scheme and meet some of 
the recommendations that have been put forward in this excellent report. Although I will not be too critical of the 
Minister for Health, because he certainly has agreed to some of the key elements with regard to a review of the 
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scheme, there needs to be a greater attempt by the government to fully fund some of the recommendations in the 
report. 

The CHAIR: Members, the question is that the report be noted. Does anyone wish to seek the call to continue 
this debate so that we will have the call sorted for when we resume consideration of committee reports at the 
next sitting? Hon Stephen Dawson has the call. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to temporary orders. 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
 

 [2] 


	Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm

